Judy King, a ressdant of
Edgewaoad mn Morth Andover, has
traveled the world throughaut
R Irfe and combnues to 3o

g0 through Raad 5¢

nongrofit that hosts leaming
adventures for adults
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Judy King took part in Road Scholar's
“Private Plane Around the World® program
in October 2019, Stops included, clockwise
fram top left, Wadi Rum, aka Valley of the
aon, in Jordan; the Taj Mahal in india;
the Irrawaddy River in Myanmar, Petra, a
histonic and archaeslogical city in Jordan;
and the ancient city of Bagan in the
Mandalay Region of Myanmar.

[earning on the road

Seasoned traveler explores wonders around the world

orld traveler Judy King
is convinced that her solo
||||:Ih ||1|||:| ||.[[I.L' Intercsy
for anyane but herself,

We rag her ear, telling that isn’t so,
and she consents to highlighting them
for us in a visit to Edgewood Retirement
Community in North Andover, where she
lives.

It's a hot August alterncon, and we sit
at a table on the neat grounds behind the
main office.

Purple coneflowers, black-cyed Susans
and other tall-stemmed blooms grow ina
sloping bed above a low stone wall and
winding wal kway.

Ohitherwise, all 158 manicured and green
— lawn, trees and bushes.

We keep an eye on [ast-moving storm
clouds to the west

King pulls magnets, museum booklets
and |||.'_1:|:.' filed travel innerarcs in manila
folders from a bac kpack and places them
on the tmhle,

The bac 5-.|!-:t|. k iz from Road Scholar, a
I|-:lr|||:|'l|1;|l. 1.'l:||.|1..|.||1l11.ll Lr’.|.'|'|.'| |:-rg.t|1|r.|l.'il:-rl
|'|-r'i|'|'|,|r'.i':' '[ill‘ ]H;f||h|-:'_“ 5|‘r :|1'|1| -'1|-:|-:_'|'.

In the last seven years, King, 75, has
iaken ig trips abroad and in the United
States Ih:hlllgh Road Scholar,

The two are well suited.

KillE has a keen interest in |1.'.:II|||'|H. in
reacling, in experiencing, in travel. Road
Scholar provides all of the above,

She has been to Spain, Mexico and the
Middle East.

A big highlight was Road Scholar’s
"Private Plane Around the World™ pro-
gram in goig, The si-day trp staned and

ended in England, with stops in Egype,

Jordan, India, Cambodia, Myanmar and

Cyman

Closer to home, she has explored
New York City; Philadelphia; Big Bend
Mational Park in Texas; and civil rights
histaory in the ['Ilr_'n;'*l1 South with BOps n
{_n;'l:nr!.-"!..,l, Alabama and M Itti\\IFii]i.

She loves '||in.||:|r:.. andd the Creil R:E]'.h
Movement was an extremely important

A visit to the Sultan Qaboos Grand Mosque
in Muscal, Oman, was also part of the
“hround the World” trip.

cruise that hiled three of her bucket-lst
iems, visis o the Panama Canal, Machu
Picchu in Peru and the Galapagos Tslands
in Ecuador

“Then | was sold on Road Scholar,”™ she
sAYE,

King has been enamoned of geography
and travel since childhood.

"My dad would take us on -:||1'.'|.|:|p_ Erips,
and we would i|t1-.',|:.'\ look at the hoense
|r|.'|||._'.-," she says,

Her lather, William Boimg, was a tray:
cler. He belonged to the Travelers' Cen-
tury Club, for those who have visited at
least 100 of the world's countries and
||.'rri||'|ril::'l-

Judy King was born in Los Alamaos,
Mew Mexico. Her dad worked in iniel-
ligence and was assigned to the Man-
hattan Project, and later, he established
security for the Atomic Energy Commis-
sion and worked for the Federal Aviation
Administration.

The family lived in muluple places in
the Midwest and then moved o Long
Island, New York.

She studied sociology in college, grad-
||,'|Iir||'.'__ fromm the :L.:ll:i\':_'hjq:. ol Chadeston
in West Virginia.

“1 graduated [rom college, and a3 the
typical woman in the "jos, you stant your
life az a clerk,” King Bays.

It was as an adminisirative clerk at a
|:|Iq.,||:|I:t' 1 Wisconsn,

She had a let af hirst jobs and wiorketl
|'||:;‘.' 'ﬁ'.FI':- u|'r in 1r:|-:_'n:' G A Ons, CYon-
Iiull:.' ]IL‘HIIIIHI:_.{ a senior soltware -:.'lla:i-

N r:ll.":HII.IL| Irl:ll:lulh"l'r
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Judy King says that taking a nde on a camel with a view of the Giza pyramids in Egypt was

“great fun” but “thankfully short”

time in the |'||~r-'||“3r of the United Siates

The civil rights trip included stops in
Selma, Alabama, where in 1965, i ho-
sands of |'Ili:I:li'||1.' marched on behall of
Black citizens” nght to voie and to protest
the systematic denial of that right through
bogus Jim Crow restrictions,

She also visited The Legacy Muscum
in Alabama’s capital city, Montgomery,
which tells the story of slavery in America
through an immersive journcy of muli-
media presentations and exhibits,

It includes a wall of jars hilled with earth
from kmown places where people have
been lynched

A total af 4,440 Black E1|.|:||r|r.' WETE
lynched in the U5, between 1877 and
1950, and the muscum exhibit remembers
them

This was | kel ¥ the most emotional |ri|:'|
that H.:I'lH ook with Road Scholar.

"Powerlul,” she says

Her first Road Scholar LAp was a ':‘I-rl.L:.'

By Terry DaTe

King's refrigerator is filled with magnets
from the 50 countries she has visited.
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Judy King took in the sunrize at Anglkor Wat, a Buddhist-Hindu temple complex in Cambodia. it
was “exhausting but the best time to wisit,” she says.

King displays tchotchkes purchased on her trips, “kept small for packing purposes” she says.

She traveled a lot for her work. It
took her to 43 states and international
destinations,

They included Pans, where she lived
for 16 months ancl, on |-:|||J.l" weekends lor
business, trveled 1o six countries, nclud-
ing Fussia,

She retired (rom her telecommunica-
tions carcer after 5 years, in 201§, and
was determined 1o \'I.\-Il the seven states
she had not been 1o during her carcer,
Alaska and Hawan among them,

Later, during a cruise on the Danube
Kiver in I:LI.JIFIH.,'. a lellow traveler tald her
about the Elderhostel program.

King lound out that Elderhostel,
which began at the University of New
Hampshire in 1975, was now called Road
Scholar, having rebranded in 2010

Bhe emailed Road Scholar, gol a 5w ilt
responsc, and her journcys soon began,
in 2017,

King iz a tmveling woman.,

She has, in her hfctime, wisited 5o cowns
tries, all 50 states in the U.5. and eight
Canadian provinees,

F[l;r I|'.|\'|.'|~. coniimug, oo, .'|nr| ik i||| ::-r
them with Road Scholar.

She has her £YEs 0N A L:i|:| L Amsler-

I:!J.rll.\,illl |1l\.':l LI,
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